Biol 465
                   Lab #4   Analyzing FACS Data 



Today I will lecture on FACS analysis and then utilize some data to practice our understanding of FACS and our recent cell culture experiment.
As you will hear,  FACS is used in basically 2 ways:

1. To note whether a specific antigen is present on a population of cells---often after a treatment, or exposure to something, or to see if cells of one type are different than others or to positively identify a cell as one type or another.
2. To separate or sort one cell type from another (based on the presence of a specific antigen on that cell type.
Today we will analyze a FACS experiment that used an antibody that recognizes an antigen CD11B.  The antigen is induced as cells differentiate from monocytes to macrophages. (See handouts).
The data will be given out in lab as color copies.  The main purpose of the lab is to become familiar with the tools and procedure for FACS and to again see applications for antigen-antibody recognition.  Hopefully many terms we’ve used in lecture will become more relevant as well.


